Soviet Bribes Over Angola Charged 




Western-backed factions in the Angolan civil war say these three A declaration , by the Soviet Union in Pravda yesterday made 
men are Cubans captured fighting for the Soviet-backed faction, no acknowledgementrthat there are Soviets or Cubans in Angola. 



By Bernard D. Nossiter 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

LONDON, Jan. 3— Jeremy 
Thorpe, leader of the Liberal 
Party here, has accused the 
Soviet Union of bribing un- 
named African leaders with 
$50 million in gold to support 
the Moscow-backed Popular 
Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola. 

Thorpe said in an interview 
tonight that the gold was given 



directly to at least one and. 
possibly more heads of 
African 'States to gain early 
recognition for Popular 
Movement as the sole faction 
entitled to rule in the former , 
Portuguese colony. 

The British politician said 
the Moscow acted in the belief 
that if. they swung “early 
recognition from one or two 
states, others would follow.” 

As in similar stories in two 



London papers today, Thorpe 
steadfastly refused to name 
the sources of his charge or to 
disclose the alleged bribe 
recipient He insisted that, his- 
sourcbsJt&re impeccable’ ’ and 
‘ 'they baveuO axe to grind. ” 
He iraD-pot openly name the 
leaders ai*3 slates involved, 
he said, hec,ajise>he feared 
that to'do so would lead the 
other members of the 
Organization of African Unity 



to “'close ranks behindthem.” 

In effect, hesaid, .disclosure 
would produce a “Moynihan 
effect, ” This was a. reference 
to U. S. Ambassador Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan;;: whose- 
assault- oh Idi Amin at the 
United. Nations is thought to 
have, created support for the 
Ugandan president as current 
head of- the OAU, ' , 
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ANGOLA, From A1 
: Thorpe is a' respected^; 
politician here whcris given to: 
a great deal of flalnb&yance in 
personal style Jiht not in 
speech. There is little doubt he 
trusts those who gave turn the .. 
story of the Soviet bribe but 
their reliability is a question^, 
mark. . ‘ 

He said he was given the ' 
story because “I jbave;a good 
reputationSfor being on the 
right side'.'in ' Africa as a 
‘longtime supporter of in- ; 
•dependence movements.” 
Kenneth Kaunda, the 
president of Zambia, and • 
other African leaders “have 
: been personal friendsofimine 
for 25 years;” 1 . - ; 

■‘ v Thorpe said that the same 
Information has. been given 
!the British Foreign Office: He 
• said he will name on Monday 
the official .who. received it , 
unless the. Foreign Office 
acknowledges its receipt. ^ 

• . . The Liberal chief said he 
•Still disclose " • x fulf» 
details— naming names and ' 
.places — to other, neutral • 
.African leaders. The African 
leaders are scheduled to hold*' ‘ 
’a su mmit meeting JanV iO o& r 
;the Angola issue. * 

; Thorpe was somewhat . 
■distressed tonight at press 



the thimble” which he did not „ 
wanttoplay. 

' Instead, he wants , to focus 
attcnthto on his {dan for peace 
m.-rAngoia, It‘ealls for- an-' 
AMcari"police force~imder U. ' 
hi . auspices, enforcing a 
cease-fire now and creating 
the framework for a tripartite 
government involving the 
Popular Movement, the 
National Front for the 
Liberation of Angola and the 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola. 

He hopes all Western states 
will ‘“declare a policy of non- 
intervention and challenge the 
Russians to follow suit.” 

All states, ; he said, should 
contribute “money, materials 
and weapons— not men” tothe 
Africahpolice force. -. 

, In a;speech at his North 
Devon constituency toddy; 
Thorpe went out of his way to 
praise ‘ Amin for what be said 
was the OAU president’s ef- 
forts to form an all-party 
£ g^yen&nt/iS^ngola^ •-...•. 

Overime telephone, Thorpe 
concluded: 

■ “Ffifed and Kissinger are 
rights This is not another . 
Afietoam, buta Congo.” 

In d&er developments; on 
Angola: ’ 

—Official . sources, in 



planes from refueling 
following a U. S. request. f 
#!. .Previously; Trinidad and 
Tobago.andrBarbados stopped 
,stiie Gbhah refueling, stops. . 
Jamaica, . however, was 
. reported;stiU. to idyor avowing ' 
.itheCubans refuelhigrights. 

—A Soviet news agency 
dispatch from Luanda said i 
that Popular Movement 
troops now control all of the oil 
enclave of Cabinda and that, 
the Popuiar*Movement has. 
captured more than 100! 
regular South African troops! 

; in fighting in Angola. 



attention over his sensational ' Georgetown', Guyana,' said 
bribe charge. He refered. to , that Guyana has banned 
“inquiries as a game of “hunt .” Angola-bound Cuban: troop 




